Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 CAIRO 09056 12141 1Z 
70 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 ACDA-05 SAJ-01 OMB-01 TRSE-00 SCCT-01 AID-05 

SAM-01 /093W 

078264 

R 121316Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6430 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 9056 

GENEVA FOR SAUNDERS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, XF, AR 

SUBJECT: FAHMY INTERVIEW WITH AL-QABAS 

1. CAIRO PRESS SEPTEMBER 12 PROVIDES TEXT OF INTERVIEW GIVEN BY 
FAHMY RECENTLY TO KUWAITI PAPER AL-QABAS. AS USUAL, FAHMY HAS 
SOME AGILE INTERPRETATIONS TO OFFER WHICH CRITICS OF DISENGAGEMENT 
MAY FIND LESS THAT COGENT. HIGHLIGHTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. NO SECRET "PLEDGES". EGYPT CHALLENGES ISRAELI OR ANY OTHER 
QUARTER TO CITE ANY SECRET PLEDGE GIVEN BY GOE TO USG WHATSOEVER. 
NO SUCH PLEDGE WAS GIVEN EITHER VERBALLY OR IN WRITING. 
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B. PLO FULLY BRIEFED. SADAT AND FAHMY HAD GIVEN ALL DETAILS 
OF AGREEMENT TO ARAFAT AND QADDUMI PRIOR TO PUBLICATION. 

C. SOVIETS AND SYRIAN FRONT. SOVIETS TOO WERE FULLY BRIEFED 
AND KNOW GOE DOES NOT FEAR GENEVA. USSR IS IN FAVOR OF 
STEP BY STEP PROVIDED THIS OCCURS WITHIN GENEVA CONTEXT, 

AND GOE IS READY BLESS ANY SYRIAN DISENGAGEMENT THAT COULD 

BE REACHED THROUGH SOVIET EFFORTS. FAHMY BLANDLY ADDED THAT GOE 
WOULD ORGANIZE DEMONSTRATIONS TO SUPPORT SUCH SOVIET EFFORT OR 
ANY OTHER EFFORT LEADING TO DISENGAGEMENT ON ANY FRONT. 

D. GOE PROLONGED THE IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD. SADAT HAD DELIBERATELY 
PROLONGED IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD TO FIVE MONTHS TO ALLOW 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR AGREEMENT ON SYRIAN FRONT. VP MUBARAK 
RECEIVED OFFICIAL ASSURANCES "CONCERNING SYRIA" WHEN HE MET 

SARG PRIMIN (SEPTEMBER 2). 

E. "THEN WHY ARE THEY ANGRY?" "THEY" SHOULD NOT BE ANGRY 
BECAUSE OF STIPULATION THAT AGREEMENT IS BETWEEN GOE AND GOI, 

SINCE THIS WAS FORMULA OF 1949 ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS AND OF SYRIAN 
DISENGAGEMENT AND THEREFORE DOES NOT MEAN RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL. 
THEY SHOULD NOT BE ANGRY BECAUSE OF STIPULATION THAT EGYPTIAN- 
ISRAELI PROBLEMS WILL BE SETTLED BY PEACEFUL MEANS. FOR THIS 
PHRASE, TOO, WAS IN ARMISTICE AGREEMENTS. THEY SHOULD NOT BE 
ANGRY BECAUSE US PUT ALL HER WEIGHT BEHIND BRINGING PRESSURE 

ON ISRAEL, SINCE USG HAS UNTIL NOW SUCCESSFULLY DODGED HER 
RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS AREA FOR 27 YEARS. 

F. WHY ASWAN ABORTED? IN MARCH, WEAK ISRAELI GOVERNMENT BALKED 
AT MAKING FIRST REAL WITHDRAWAL AND ALSO WANTED TEST ITS 
INFLUENCE IN US. FURTHER, ISRAEL INSISTED ON ENDING STATE 

OF BELLIGERENCY WHICH EGYPT FIRMLY REJECTED EXCEPT 
WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. 

G. SINAI DISENGAGEMENT AND STATE OF BELLIGERENCY. ASKED 
WHAT IS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ENDING STATE OF BELLIGERENCY AND 
ACTUAL IMPORT OF SINAI DISENGAGEMENT, FAHMY SAID TO END STATE 
OF BELLIGERENCY IMPLIES CONCLUDING PEACE AND, ACCORDINGLY, 
RECOGNITION OF INTERNATIONAL BORDERS, OFFICIAL RECOGNITION 

OF PARTIES INVOLVED, AND PROHIBITION OF ANY ACTION WHICH COULD 
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BE INERPRETED AS CONTINUATION OF STATE OF WAR. THUS IF 
BELLIGERENCY WAS TERMINATED, ISAELI FLAG VESSELS WOULD BE 
ENTITLED TRANSIT CANAL CARRYING MILITARY CARGO. 

H. GENEVA. MEPC "IS EXPECTED TO MEET LATER IN NOVEMBER." ASKED IF 
SOVIETS WOULD BOYCOTT IT, FAHMY SAID THOSE WHO IMAGINE SUCH A 
THING DO NOT UNDERSTAND SOVIET POLICY SINCE USSR SUPPORTS STEP 
BY STEP CARRIED OUT WITHIN MEPC. 
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I. BOYCOTT. ASKED DIRECTLY IF AGREEMENT AFFECTS ARAB BOYCOTT, 
FAHMY SAID FLATLY IT HAS NO BEARING WHATSOEVER ON THIS ISSUE 
AND CHALLENGED ISRAEL OR ANY OTHER PARTY TO FURNISH A SINGLE 
DOCUMENT SHOWING GOE PLEDGE TO "END' BOYCOTT. 

EILTS 
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